8017 Sycamore Lane
Richmond, VA 23228
804-262-1380
ebriggs@i2020.net
June 24, 1997

Cecile Holmes
Houston Chronicle
FAX 713-217-1328

Cecile:

Here is a copy of the Religion Newswriters Association charter, including its articles of
incorporation. As you can see they were approved in the state of Virginia on Feb. 20,
1986.

I retyped them for your use. The original copy | have, | think, is too light for a FAX. It's
tough for me to read.

As your resident agent, | have filed annual reports with the commission and paid the fees.
(While a tad more than the annual RNA dues, | have done this in lieu of my own annual
membership fees.)

If you can make out the articles, you will notice that it is a non-profit organization.
Non-profit status was worked out later and you possess the IRS number for our status.
The articles point out that the Supple Board of the RNA determines financial matters and
the method of making awards to contest recipients. Directors are elected for two-year
terms. No part of the corporation's eamings go to the benefit of members, officers or other
persons, except for compensation for services rendered, except for the annual awards.
And, of course, we don't get involved in political lobbying, etc.

If we dissolve, the Supple officers will give assets away to another 501(c)(3) organization.
That's a distillation as | see it.

If there's anything more | can help you with, please give me a call or email me at the above
address.

It was great talking with you again. | hope everything is going well. Say hello to Richard for
me.

Your friend and colleague,
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Ed Briggs



A, Nancg . W c@oy, Assistunt lerk of the State

Corporation Gommission, do hereby certify that

the foregoing is a true copy of all documents constituting as of this date
the charter of RELIGION NEWSWRITE‘RS ASSOCIATION .

Nothing more is hereby certified. . .. -. o

In Testimony Whereof S hexewnts set my hand and
oAfwlhe %a/ywlef%e.%le

. al

BT = 58, vyt LR TRt EW s 0 R 0 prai, o e e d et 2 1) & o A I e e v il TS PR 2 B T T ey o e o I TN 2L, A sl




StATE CORPORATION COMMISSION
‘ %Cé”w”"é  February 20, 1986

B RELIGION NEWSWRITERS ASSOCIATION T
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ARTICLES OF INCOFPORATICON
OF
RELIGION NEWSWRITERS ASSOCIATION

The undersigned intends to form a nonstock corperaticn under the
provisions of Chapter 10 of Title 18.1 of the Code of Virginia and to

that end sets forth the following:
1. The name cf the corporation is Religion Newswriters Association.

2. There are two classes of members: Active members, who are employed
bv seclar newspapers, wire services and news magazines regularly
erployed reporting the news of religion, and associate members. Each
nas voting privileges in RNA business. Only active RNA members have
voting privileges in voting on matters of the Supple Board, that body
which determines the overall organization's financial matters and the
method of determining annual financial awards to rewarding recipients.

3. The directors are to be elected or appointed in the following manner:
Biennial eliection for a term of twe years.

4. No part of the net earnings cf the corporation shall inure to the
penefit cf, or be distributed to its members, trustees, officers, or
other private persons, except that the corporation shail be authorized
and empowered to pay reasonable compensation for services rendered and
to make payments and distributions in furtherance of the purposes set
forth in Article Second hereof. No substantial part of the activities
of the corporation shall be the carrying on of propaganda, or otherwise
at-empting to influence legislation, and the corporation shall not
participate in, or intervene in (including the publishing or
distribution of statements) any political campaign on behalf of any
candidate for public office. Notwithstanding any other provision of
these articles, the corporation shall not carry on any other activities
not permitted to be carried on (a) by a corporation exempt from Federal
income tax under section 501(c}) (3} of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954
(cr the corresponding provision of any future United States Internal
Revenue Law) or (b) by a corporation, contributions to which are
deductible under section 170(c) (2) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954
{or the corresponding provision of any future United States Internal
Revenue Law).

S. Upecn the dissolution of the corporation, the Board of Trustees
shall, after paying or making provision for the payment of all of the
liabilities of the corporation, dispose of all of the assets of the
corporation exclusively for the purposes of the corporation in such
manner, or to such organization or organizations organized and operated
exclusively for charitable, educational, religious, or scientific
purposes as shall at the time qualify as an exempt organization or
organizations under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Service
Code of 1954 (or the corresponding provisien of any future United States
Internal Revenue Law), as the Board of Managers shall determine. Any
such assets not so disposed of shall be disposed of by the Circuit Court
of the county in which the corporation is then located, exclusively for
such purposes to such organization or organizations, as said Court shall
determine, which are organized and operated exclusively for such

purposes.
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€. The address of the iritial registered cffice is:

Edward B. Briggs

8017 Sycamcre Lane

Richmond. VA 23228

7. The registered office is located in the County of Henrico.

3. The rame o¢f the initial registered agent is Edward 8. Briggs who is
a resident of Vvirginia, a director of the corporation.

8. The director and his address is as follows:

zaward B. Briggs
8017 Sycamore Lane 2%:22
Richmond, Vva. 23228

C

Edward B. Briggs
Incecrpcrator
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b L IO MEWSWRITERS  ans001a 10N

CONSTITUTION ARD o sy akhs

(In its operation ol adoumistration. thse Helunon NMewswriter s
ciation utilizes rwo constitutions and one set of bvlaws. Qne o
stitution is that o4 The RNA. The other constitution is thai o
the James (. Supnle Menorial Fund.  The pviaws govern only the oo
eration of the ENA. There are no bvlaws attached to the Suople
constitution.

(This constitution was revised at the I3rd annual meeting of the
RNA in Los Angeles. Calif., June &-7, 1981 and amended May 13, 1984,
It encompasses and supersedes all orior revisions since the con-—
stitution was adooted at the 22nd annual meeting of the RNA in St.
Louis, Ma., March 7-8. 1970. The 1970 constitution superseded the
earlier RMA constitution adopted May 24. 1952, and revised in 1956,
19597 and 1959.)

CONSTITUTION
OF THE
RELIGION NEWSWRITERS ASSUCIATION

ARTICLE I —— MName&

Section 1. The name of the organization snall be Religion
Newswriters Association, hereinafter referred to as “Association’”
Section 2. This Association shall be 1ncoroorated.

ARTICLE II —— Furnose
Section 1. The ourpose of the Association 1s to advance the
orofessional standards of religion reporting in the secular press,

Section 2. MNo pari of the rnet earnings of the corporation shail
inwre to the benedit of, or be distributable to its members.
frustees. officers, or other orivete persons, except that the o~
poration shall be suthorized and empowsred Lo pay reasonable com-
pensation for sarvaces rendered and to oake payments and distiib-
utions in furtherance of the owooses set forth in Sectiorn ne
thereat. Mo substantial part of fhe activities of the corpoyanion
ahall be the corren on of propacanda. or otherwise attemptine Yo
influence ieoisiatao, and the corporation zshall not participas

or INtervane in ung L.id]r\q the publisiing or distribution of sSia
ments! anv polilical campalgn on behait ot any candidate o wpiic
aoffice. Natwithsotandinag anv other oreovision of these articizs, the
carporation shall not carry on any olher artivities not perme iec
to bE carried on G by corporalon @xenol Hrom Federial vl
rax under section Sl d0r of the it ernal Revenue Code
the corresponding oravision of &y foture United Staves

Lo




VERG . el o R BV & Ccorporantone ot aroations Lo widon
etible cadier section L2OW@CE) o hie nternal Revenue cooane
1954 (0r {hie corresponding provision o Ay future Unites sieres
Internal Reverue Law.

Sect1on .. Upon the dissolution of +vhe corporation. the otdicers

shall. atter oaying or making orovision for the payment o all ot
the bhamlities of the corporation. dispose of all of the
the cornoration exclusively for the purposes of the corooration in
such manter. or o such organizetion or organizations orasainzed
and opersbed exclusively for charitanle., educational, reoous. or
scientific nurposes as shall at the tiee aualify as an exemnnt or-—
oanization or organizations under section S0UeX3) of the Internal
Revenue Service Code of 1954 (or the corresponding provision of
anv future United States Internal Revenue Law), as the board of
Manacers shall determine. Any such assets not so disposed of
shall be disposed of by the Circuit Court of the county in which
the corporation is then located, exclusively for such purposes to
such organization or organizations, as said Court shall determine,
which are organized and operated exclusively for such puwrposes.

seet s of

ARTICLE 111 —— Membetship

Section i. The Association shall consist of men and women who

report religion for the secular press, which includes newspapers.
wire services and news magazines.

a. Active membership. Application shall be limited to those indi-
viduale who are regularly employed in reporting religion tor the
secular oress.

b. Heeoate membershio. Affiliation shall be limited to former ac-
tive members no longer emploved as stipulated in Section L

c. Honorav membership. This classification shall be reserved for
those who nave given outstanding service in advancing religion
reportinog i the secular press, upon the unanimous recommendation
of the executive committee.

2 e

ectian 2. Onlv active members wiho are not more than one vear im
arroare in duszs shall be eliciblsz to vote or hola oftice.

Section .. No member shall otiiize o exoloit in any Waey Chie mame
of the fseociaviaon for personal. partnershin or corporate =0
ar-andr reacnb,

ARTICLE o - Financial Matters
Section 1. The reaular financial susport of the Associeson shall
be deried from annual dues levieds opon the active ant ~scoiale

G et S0iie Annent By other oo s authorazed by e et S,
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FATON S LI I Y U lcers

ihe officers ot the Sssociation shall be a orasident. a
coresident. a second vice president. a secretarv and a
treasur er. eiscted Denniailv by the Assocliation.

Hectamy @ Mo offlcer. @xceot bhe breasurer, mav serve aore than
aues Pal two-vear term in suocesslon.

=

ARTICLE VY1 —— Committees

Secticon I. The government and management of the Association shall
be vested in an executive committee, consistino of the officers.

In the interim between meetinas of the Association. the executive
committee shall carry forward the work of the Association, arrange
for the execution of orders and resolutions of its meetinas, and
perform such duties as the Association may assign.

Section 2. 0Other committees may be established as the Associa-
tion mav determine. '

ARTICIE VIX

When a vacancy shall occur in any office, except that of president,
the execulive committee shall elect a member of the Association to
fiil surh vacancv for the unexpired teras. In the event the presi-
dent 1% unahle to serve, the first vice—president shall automati-—
callv benome oresident. I+ the +irst vice—president cannot serve,
then the seconded vice presidant shall become president.

ARTICLE VT == (Meetings
Section |, There shall be an annuwal meeting af the Association at
a tima and place designated bv the executive committee atter

sezizing the maiority will of the membership by a ooll or other
means.

Sizctaon O Special meetinos wayv be called by the executive com-—

ALk

.

- Chaorum

Cer aunevn For the transacition of business at any oy called
M1 o the Association shall consist of 10 Active aners.

arcbii . X -— Final AQppeal

st el ataon oF thas oonel 10 ion shall o ress age Ve grerer sV E
estone U veses,



AFcT iy 2]l - Bvlaws

fivliaws consistent with the constitution may be adopted or amended
v a two—thirds vote of the active members present and voting at
a duiv called meetinag ot the pesociation. provided that notice ot
zach mrovosed amendment shall have been sent to each member at
least 20 dave orior to Lhe date of the meetina. A provision of
the bviaws mav be suspended Dy a rhree—tourths vote of the ac—
rive members present and votina at any meeting.

ARTICLE XII —— Amendments

This constitution may be amended by a two—thirds vote of the ac-—
tive members present and voting at an annual meeting of the Asso-
ciation. oroposed amendments shall be submitted in writing to the
entire membership at least one month prior to the annual meeting.

BYLAWS
OF THE
RELIGION NEWSWRITERS ASSOCIATION

(These byvlaws were revised at the 3rd annual meeting of the RNA
in Los Anaeles, Calif.. June 6-7, 1981. The following bylaws en—
compass and supersede all prior revisions since the RNA’s bylaws
were first adopted in about 1953 and later revised at the 1Z2th
annual meeting of the RNA in Denver, Colo., on April 24-26, 1960,
anA at the 22nd annual meeting of the ENA in St. Louis, Mo., March
713, 19700

SECTION 1 ——Duties of oftficers

(TEM 1. The president of the Association shall preside at all
meetings of the Association or its executive committee and shall
discharge all duties imposed upon him by the association, by the
vecutive committee. and by the constitution of the James 0. Sup-
nle Memorial Fund of the RNA. He may, however. delegate duties to
the vice presidents or some other executive committee member. He
shall set the date, time and place for all meetinas of the execu-—
rive committee member. He shall set the date, time and place for
ali meetinos of the executive committee. He shall be & member ex—
otdicino ot all special committees of the Association.

LTEM 2. The +first vice nresident shall be president of the Supple
Hoysrd ot Manaaers anid shall oversee the annual contests.

Tt A The second vices oresident shall be the membership
Ceirman and avartable to take on whatever duties assigned to him
or her by the oresident.

LIEM 4. The secretary shall record the minutes oi toth the Asso—
cration and the executive commitee in a minute boot or other
permansent forme prepare pesociation minutes to Al members of the
Committee: maintain custody ot e archives: and pertore such

et her auties as are normaliv reauired of secr sl e, The secre-—



it By BBE astast e of the executive comasntiee 1t cor-
Fesoondencs become:s ouRssively heavv.

(1EM 5. The treasurer shall have custadv of all funds and
securities of the Assocociation., including those of the Supple
Memorial Fund. He shall enter in the books of the Association a
full and atcurate account of monies received and paid out, and
shall give and receive a receiot for same. He shall pay out of
the funds on hand all st debts and obligations of the Associa-
cion” as authorized by the Association or the executive committee.
tie shall prepare an accurate written statement of the financial
status of the Association for its annual meeting and for all regu-
jar meetings of the executive committee. He shall be bonded
should the funds of the Association reach or exceed $1,000.

[TEM &. In specific situations not covered by these bylaws,
Robert’s Rules of Order shall be followed.

SECTION II —- Executive Committee

ITEM 1. The executive committee shall hold a regular meeting dur-

ing the annual meeting of the Association. DOther meetings may be
held at the call aof the president.

ITEM 2. In the event of a vacancy in the office of the president
and disability on the part of both vice presidents to assume the
pnst, the other members of the executive committee shall meet on
call of the secretary and name a temporary president.

ITEM 3. The executive committee shall have the following duties
and bowers:

a. To establish such committees and sub—committees as the Asso-
ciation may reauire. including standing committees on research and
survev, membershin. nominations. and annual meetings.

b. To keep the memberstip informed of the Association’s progress
throuoh a news letter to be issued not less than five times a

vear. and to apnoint an editor with full power to prepare and dis—
tribute said news letier.

c. It is one of the duties of the executive committee to maintain
an annually prepared list of active, associate, life and honorary
members and to distribute same to the membership.

d. To pravide for assistance to the secretary and/or treasurer
w the discharoe of their duties when so reouired.

. To bond the tressurer when and if the funds of the Associa—
wion excead $1.000,

. To seek the advice and counsel of the Association in annual
meeting in fixina the time and place of the next annual meeting.

e To anpoint, pereons not active aembers of the Association Lo
carrv out specific fasts in the conduct of Association business.
Such persons mav. ol the committee’s dizcretllon. be invited to at-
rend and particioate in meetings.



. By unammous vote of 1ts full membershio, Lo suspend a menber
o4 the Association for wst and swfficient cause and also to expel
a member after a oroper hearing, at whch the accused membar
shall have the right to appear and present a defense. Notice of
swch l'lear‘i‘.nq shall be sent to the accused member at least one
month 1n advance of the hearing.

i. To authorize bv Nov. 1 of each vear one person or & Qroub of
persons to organize and executive the annual year—end poll of the
RING&.

SECTION III -— Financial Matters

Annual dues shall be assessed for both active and associate mem-—
bers. payable annually, beginning the first day of each calendar
year. Members who fall two years in arrears in payment of dues
shall, after proper notice, be automatically dropped from the roll.
No dues shall be recuired of life or honorary members.



(Ihe constituiion of the James (. Supole Memorial Fund ot the Religian Newswriter
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Association was revised at the .i3rd annual meetina of the RNA 1n Los Angeles, C
June 6-7. 1981. The following constitution encompasses and supersedes all prior
rtf_'visions since the fund’s constitution was first adopted April 1, 1954, and later
r'/evised at annual meetings of the RNA on May 3, 1955 and May 13, 1984.)

.

The undersigned‘ members of the Religion Newswriters Association, together with o
persons who may hereafter become members of the Supple Memorial Fund, hereinaftt
described. in arder to advance education in the field of religion iournalism, and

order to improve the standards of religion _iox.lr"nalism, do hereby establish an or
zation to be operated exclusively for charitable, literary and educational purpos
in the field of religion journalism and, to that end, do hereby ordain and establi
the -Fc:\llowing as its constitution:

ARTICLE I -— Name

The name of this organization shall be The James 0. Supple N_gmqrigl 'Fﬁnd of ;:he

licion Newswriters Association, which may also be known énd deéignated as the Su
Memorial Fund, R.N.A.,, and which is hereinafter referred to aé the Fund.

ARTICLE II —— Furpose

Section 1. The purpose of this organization shall be to collect funds apd theret
to make three awards annually for excellence in the field of religion journalism

the obiect of raising the quality of religion reporting in the secular press. Th
three awards shall be made in memory of the late James 0. Supple, Harold Schache
and Louis Cassels.

Section 2. The Board of Managers shall set the rules governing each of the thr
awards, but the Board shall stay within these guidelines: The Supple Award shall
given faor excellence in reporting of religion on all secular newspapers, news mag
zines and wire services. The Schachern Award shall be given for excellence in pro
ing religion sections or pages in secular publications. The Cassels Award shall

given for excellence of reporting of religion on smallet secular dailies and weekl

\

gection % No part of the Fund shall be used in carrying on propaganda or athe
attempting to influence legislation.
gection 4. In the event of the dissolution of the Fund, its assets will, at the

cretion od the officers of the Fund. he directed to a like non-orofit organizatio
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. Yeation l. RKeaular membersip n the Fund shall be accorded all active members

ot

the Reliolon Newswriters Association.

Section 2. Honorary memberships shall be accorded the subscribers and such oth
a2r :

persons and organizations as may from time to time contribute to the Fund.

Section 5. Only regular members shall be eligible to vote at the annual meeting
or

to serve on the Board of Managets.

ARTICLE IV —— Board of Managers

Section 1. The affairs of the Fund shall be under the dlrectmn of a Board of M
an-—

agers consisting of not more than seven members, five o-F whom shall be the exec
u-

tive officers of the Religion Newswriters, and two of whom sha’é} be appointed by
the . P -0
president of the Religion Newswriters Association.

Section 2. It shall be the duty of the Board annually, after consultation with i
partial iudges outside the active membership of the Religion Newswriters Associa
tion.

to select a recipient for the Supple Memorial Association.

Section 3. It shall also be the duty of the Board to formulate rules governing

e entry and receipt of articles or other materials to be judged, and to annaunce S
uen rules annually as widely as possible among the publishers of secular newspapers
ane newsmaaazines and to the wire sarvices.

Section 4. Any vacancy in the place of any member of the Board may be filled b
) the Board for the unexpired term.

ARTICLE v —— QOfficers

The o+ficers of the Fund shall be a president, vice president, secretary and

treasurer. The president shall be the first vice president of the RNA. The vic
- oresident of the Fund shall be the second vice presidéﬁt of the RNA. The treas
urer

of the Fund shall be the treasurer ot the RNA.

ARTICLE VY1  -— Duties of the 0Officers

Section 1. Fresident. The oresident shall oreside at the annual meeting and at



ecks
. drawn by the treasurer for pavment of authorired debts of the Fund. He shall,
on
the authorization of the treasurer, as provided in Section 4 of this article, end
orse
‘,’(:heck.s for deposit to the account of the Fund. and shall give the treasurer a
receipt for all such deposits. He shall present to the annual meeting a report

of his wark of the, preceding vear.
' Section 2. Vice Fresident. The vice president shall in the absence of disability
oF the president perform all the duties of the president, and shall perform such ot
ner duties as may be assigned to him by the Board of Managers.
' Section 3. Secretary. The secretary shall act as sécretary of the annual meet
e of the Fund and as secretary of the Board of Managers, and shall present to th
) annual meeting a report of the work of the preceding year.
. Section 4. Treasurer. The treasurer shall receive, hold and safely keep all'n'll'dn
e books of accounts, securities and financial papers of the Fur{i't‘:.I}. He ..gshall keep ;\"
i and accurate account of all monies received and paid out.fo-f':l gil‘the financial tra
T actions of the Fund. He shall sign all checks given for paymehi}:‘ of authaorized de
oL of the Fund and endorse all checks received for depaosit to thé ‘account of the F
unel provided, however, that he may authorize the president to endorsed checks for
deposit to the account of the Fund.
Section &. The treasurer shall tender a full and accurate report of the transact
e of his office annually at the annual meeting and at such other times as may be
= auired by the Board of Managers. His books and papers shall be open for inspecti
o at all reasonable times by the president or other officers authorized by the. Boa
rd -

of Managers.

ARTICLE VII —— Meetings )

Section 1. The Board of Manaoers shall meet as often as necessary to carry ou
t its .

business, but no less than twice during the year.

Section 2. Special meetings of the Board of Managers shall be called at any tim
e by
the president or vice president of the board.
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his

Section 1. A auorum for the transaction of business at the annual meeting shall

‘cofsist of 15 percent of the regular members.

Section 2. Five members of the Board of Managers shall constitute a gquorum for
meetings of the Board.

ARTICLLE IX Amendments

Amendments may‘be made to this constitution at any annual meeting by a two-thir
vote of those present and voting. Notice of proposed amendments shall be maile
£he regular members of at least 30 days betfore the annual meeting.

In testimony whereof, the undersigned have hereunto set their hands and seals t

Y

first day of April, 1952. v 4 '%:%




PROPOSAL

That the RNA establish a nonprofit corporation for the
purpose of the education of professional religion writers
aﬁd for receiving funds for that purpose. Said corporation
shall consist of a five-member board. Three of those board
members shall be RNA officers as selected by the RNA Board and

two shall be secular journalists as appointed by the RNA Board.




